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Letter from the Director
	 Welcome to the 154th edition of the MSHS Annual Report, the first all-digital edition! As was reported 
here last year, the MSHS board proposed several updates to the Constitution at the annual meeting in 2023. All 
were approved by the members in attendance. Many of the changes were focused on bringing old policies into 
the future. Two of the most obvious are changing the annual report from a mailing to email and changing my 
title from Executive Secretary to Executive Director. After 153 years, I might have been the only Executive Secre-
tary left! Now the MSHS matches the current terminology, which is a good thing. The MSHS board is focused on 
recognizing the current issues and doing our part to address them. We don't want to be so focused on what we 
have always done that we miss what needs attention today.
On that note, I'm happy to report again that the Enviroweather mobile app has been progressing well. AgBioRe-
search is heading up that project. There is nothing ready to show the public yet, but the first version was encour-
aging. As always, the Expo board has planned another excellent show. I hope to see you there.  
	 If you have any questions or issues of which the Michigan State Horticultural Society should be aware, 
please email me at ben@mihortsociety.com.

Nominations
The Society is soliciting four positions for nominations on the Board of Directors that are up for election in 
2024. (Voting members on the MSHS Board of Directors consist of four growers from District 1, three from 
District 2, two from District 3, one from District 4, two at-large seats, and a past president). 
District 1:District 1: Kyle Weber has completed his second term and is eligible to run again. Southwestern counties – Alle-
gan, Van Buren, Kalamazoo, Calhoun, Jackson, Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph, Branch, and Hillsdale
District 2:District 2: Kyle Rasch has completed his first term and is eligible to run again.  West Central counties – Mason, 
Oceana, Newaygo, Mecosta, Isabella, Muskegon, Ottawa, Kent, Montcalm, Gratiot, Ionia, Clinton, Shiawassee, 
Barry, Eaton, and Ingham
District 3:District 3: Mark Evans has completed his second term and is eligible to run again.  North counties - Emmet, 
Cheboygan, Preque Isle, Charlevoix, Antrim, Otsego, Montmorency, Alpena, Leelanau, Benzie, Grand Traverse, 
Kalkaska, Crawford, Oscoda, Alcona, Manistee, Wexford, Missaukee, Roscommon, Ogemaw, Iosco, Lake, Osce-
ola, Clare, Gladwin, Arenac and the Upper Peninsula
At-Large: At-Large: Beth Hubbard has completed her third term and is not eligible to run again. At-Large seats may be Beth Hubbard has completed her third term and is not eligible to run again. At-Large seats may be 
filled by any fruit grower in the state.filled by any fruit grower in the state.

Nominations are open for additional candidates for each district. If you are willing to serve, please contact the 
Society office in the next few weeks. You may nominate a candidate, including yourself, by submitting a petition 
with the signature of at least 15 current MSHS members. If you need a petition form, it can be requested from 
ben@mihortsociety.com. Nominees must reside in the district that they will represent. Directors must be (or 
become) MSHS members and may serve up to three, three-year terms. Nominations must be received at the 
Society office by November 15, 2024.

For more information, visit www.mihortsociety.com
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2024 Board Members
District 1District 1
Kyle Weber
Aaron Molter
Douglas DeLeo
  - Past President
Becky Hotovy
Creela Hamlin

District 2District 2
Kyle Rasch
Andy Riley
Dan Dietrich

District 3District 3
Mark Evans
 - Vice President
Chris Alpers
 - President-Elect

District 4District 4
Will Cartwright

At LargeAt Large
Beth Hubbard
 - President
Adam Shinske

The Great Lakes Fruit, Vegetable and Farm Market Expo
										          December 10-12, 2024										          December 10-12, 2024

MSHS Booth in Grand GalleryMSHS Booth in Grand Gallery
The MSHS booth in the Grand Gallery will be a relaxing location to recharge and visit with The MSHS booth in the Grand Gallery will be a relaxing location to recharge and visit with 
friends.  Stop by to learn more about the Hort Society, make a donation to the Trust, or buy friends.  Stop by to learn more about the Hort Society, make a donation to the Trust, or buy 
some raffle tickets. See page 14 for raffle details.some raffle tickets. See page 14 for raffle details.

Educational SessionsEducational Sessions
Michigan State University Extension has helped us plan a fantastic set of sessions this year.  Some highlights 
include:
Fruit Session Speakers and Topics - 
	 Cherry -Cherry - MSU and growers
		  • Hear from researchers and growers on the best cherry leaf spot control strategies
	 Apple II - Apple II - Dr. Grzegorz Krawczyk - Penn State UniversityDr. Grzegorz Krawczyk - Penn State University
		  • Challenges with codling moth control
  	  	 Blueberry IBlueberry I - Zilfina Rubio Ames - University of Georgia - Zilfina Rubio Ames - University of Georgia
		  • 		  • Blueberry FertilizationBlueberry Fertilization
Trade Show HighlightsTrade Show Highlights
Be sure to leave enough time in your schedule to check out both trade show Be sure to leave enough time in your schedule to check out both trade show 
areas:areas:

•	•	 	 Wider Main Street and Side Street for more interactive displays	 Wider Main Street and Side Street for more interactive displays
•	•	 	 New Innovation Aisle - stop by to see the newest technology and a 	 New Innovation Aisle - stop by to see the newest technology and a new demo areanew demo area
•	•	    Food Trucks - grab lunch in the trade show at two food trucks   Food Trucks - grab lunch in the trade show at two food trucks

  Special EventsSpecial Events
 Prayer Breakfast - Marvin Williams    			                                          Wednesday Morning - 7AM Prayer Breakfast - Marvin Williams    			                                          Wednesday Morning - 7AM
                          Topic: Keep PrayingTopic: Keep Praying
Marvin Williams is the lead pastor of Trinity Church in Lansing. While we wait for Jesus to return, we can easily 
become discouraged. What should we do while we wait? How should we respond when we become discouraged 
in prayer? Jesus tells us in Luke 18:1-8.
  
NEW!! Expo SocialNEW!! Expo Social       Wednesday Evening -5:30PMWednesday Evening -5:30PM                         	      
The redesigned Banquet will feature food, drinks, networking and in-
dustry awards. Dave Smeltzer and Vance Baird will be honored for their 
service to the MI fruit industry. Scholarships will be awarded as well.  
For a list of past awardees, please visit www.mihortsociety.com/awards/
distinguished-service-award

Check it out...
Jump to the back to find 

out what's new at the Great 
Lakes Expo.

Visit www.glexpo.com for more information
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The Great Lakes Fruit, Vegetable and Farm Market Expo, continued
Cider ContestCider Contest
This annual contest, held since 1997, pits the best Michigan sweet ciders against each other.  A panel of judges 
determines the winner, who is announced during the Expo Banquet.  The top ciders can be tasted on Main Street 
on Thursday morning.

                                                                               2023 Winners                                                                               2023 Winners
1st Place1st Place: Hill Brothers Orchards  2nd Place2nd Place: Farmer White's   3rd Place3rd Place: Blake's Orchard and Cider Mill
Visit www.mihortsociety.com/awards/michigan-apple-cider-award/ for the full list of past winners.

ScholarshipsScholarships
The Michigan State Horticultural Society and Michigan Vegetable Council are pleased to be able to offer several The Michigan State Horticultural Society and Michigan Vegetable Council are pleased to be able to offer several 
scholarships each year due to the generous support of the following sponsors:scholarships each year due to the generous support of the following sponsors:
Bernie Swindeman Memorial
Breckenridge Insurance
Gerber
Great American Media Services
Henry Butchie DeBlouw Memorial

John Bukovac Scholarship
Meister Media Worldwide 
Nutrien Ag Solutions
Syngenta
Syngenta Crop Protection
Valent

Scholarships are available to second year and above undergraduate and graduate students who are planning a ca-
reer in the Midwest fruit industry.  Please visit www.mihortsociety.com for an application.  The deadline to apply 
each year is Sept 30.

2023 Fruit Industry Scholarship Recipients2023 Fruit Industry Scholarship Recipients
Adrianna Malburg, Brandon Barker, Carmen Beemer, Cassandra Austin, Laura Hillmann, Samantha Thompson, 
Stephen Stocchiero

SponsorshipsSponsorships
Each year we invite industry businesses to help offset some of the cost of the Banquet and Prayer Breakfast.  The Each year we invite industry businesses to help offset some of the cost of the Banquet and Prayer Breakfast.  The 
sponsors for the 2023 Expo are listed below.  We greatly appreciate their generosity and support!sponsors for the 2023 Expo are listed below.  We greatly appreciate their generosity and support!

PlatinumPlatinum
BASF

GoldGold
Garza Labor

SilverSilver
Monte Package Company
Valent USA

Meister Media
Pace International
HM Clause
Bayer Crop Science
Great American Media
Nutrien Ag Solutions
Certis Biologicals
Newaygo Insurance Agency
MACMA

BronzeBronze
UPL NA Inc
Rockford Package Supply
Syngenta Crop Protection
Ridge Automation
Wafler Nursery
Arlene Resource Management
Vestaron
Atticus
AgBiome
FieldClock

www.glexpo.com4



Michigan State Horticultural Society Trust

2023 Trust Donations2023 Trust Donations
The Society acknowledges and publicly thanks all contributors to the Society Trust Fund during 2023.  We 
extend special recognition to those who have been especially generous.  Gifts received during 2023 are acknowl-
edged below.

President's Club ($10,000+)President's Club ($10,000+)
John BukovacJohn Bukovac

T. T. Lyon Club ($5,000 - $9,999)T. T. Lyon Club ($5,000 - $9,999)

Executive Club ($2,500 - $4,999)Executive Club ($2,500 - $4,999)
Bill Braman Trust

Diamond Club ($1,000 - $2,499)Diamond Club ($1,000 - $2,499)
Bill Erwin

Silver Club ($500 - $999)Silver Club ($500 - $999)
Vance Baird
Steve Weber
Ed and Alicia Robinette

Bronze Club ($250 - $499)Bronze Club ($250 - $499)
Larry and Liana Bodtke
Bruce and Kathy Fox

Century Club ($100 - $249)Century Club ($100 - $249)
Fred Koenigshof
Douglas and Susan DeLeo
Allyn Anthony
Bill Grabemeyer
Steven Hunt

Joan Runkle
Ben and Adrianne Smith
Pete Blake
Jim Flore
Fred Leitz
Allan Overhiser
Dave Smeltzer
Steve Thome
Mike Wittenbach
Will Bristol
Beth Hubbard
George Bird
Hannah Burrack
William Emery
Jerry Grieser
Daniel Hill
Steve Kalchik
Kurt Kuehnle
Hailee Leitz
David Poole
Ray Porter
Denise Schultz
Kurt Weber

Kyle Weber
Patron Club ($10 - $99)Patron Club ($10 - $99)

Brian Altonen
Gary Bardenhagen
Kamdyn Fleming
Abigail Jacobson
Jim Nugent
Robert Powers
Rose Reitz
Sandy Siebt
Scot and Mary Husted
Simon Doughty
Catherine Lindell
Aaron and Kari Molter
Lake Michigan Berry
Edward and Susan Dains
Corey Allen
Andrew and Heidi Baron
Roger Blackwell
Cory Holman
Seth Leutzinger
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2024 Trust Committee Members2024 Trust Committee Members
• Larry Bodtke - Chair    • Mark Miezio    • Brett Anderson 

• Mark Evans - Board Liaison

There are several creative ways to give, including estate planning, bequest gifts, memorial gifts or designated gifts.
To learn more, please visit www.mihortsociety.com/trust-fund or email ben@mihortsociety.com.

Alton Wendzel MemorialAlton Wendzel Memorial
Ross SteinRoss Stein

                                                                        Memorials                                                                        Memorials
The Society welcomes being selected as a Memorial Recipient at the passing of a loved one and thanks the fol-
lowing individuals for their Memorial Donations in 2024.



Michigan State Horticultural Society Trust, continued
History of the Trust Fund      Established 1984

In 1984, the Michigan State Horticultural Society recognized the need for industry dollars to support fruit 
research.  The Trust, a 501(c)3 entity, was started with with the goal of building a fund that would support fruit 
research into the future while also using some of the money generated to fund current projects.  The past ten-
year history is shown below. The report on the following pages covers the Trust fiscal year, July 1, 2022 - June 30, 
2023.  You may see the full history at www.mihortsociety.com/trust-fund/trust-about

2014        Total cash donations = $85,872.36    		  Funded $76,796. for Projects
2015        Total cash donations = $110,644.50    		  Funded $86,855. for Projects
2016        Total cash donations = $144,528.00     		  Funded $127,475. for Projects
2017        Total cash donations = $46,635.00      		  Funded $120,055. for Projects
2018        Total cash donations = $139,278.00			  Funded $125,596. for Projects
2019        Total cash donations = $44,013.00			   Funded $121,822. for Projects
2020        Total cash donations = $59,026.00			   Funded $120,107 for Projects
2021        Total cash donations = $11,668.00			   Funded $104,648 for Projects
2022        Total cash donations = $83,143.00			   Funded $115,544 for Projects
2023        Total cash donations = $43,055.00			   Funded $66,102 for Projects

Summary of history from 1984 - 2023
Total Cash Donations =	 $ 1,790,496.00
Total Stock Donations =	 $    183,359.00
          Total Donations	=	 $ 1,973,855.00
Total of Funded Projects = 	 $ 2,250,620.00

2024 Trust Funded Research Projects2024 Trust Funded Research Projects
Researcher Name Project Title Funding Amount
Tim Miles Implementing Softer Chemical Approaches for Cluster Rot Diseases of Grapes $7,500

Steven Vannocker Increasing Apple Production Profitability by Optimizing Pollinizer Efficency  in Single Variety 
Blocks  $11,930 

Rufus Isaacs Evaluating strategies for the management of insect and mite pests in Michigan strawberries $16,164
Younsuk Dong Precision Irrigation Managment in High-Density Apple Production $16,000
Marisol Quintanilla 
Tornel

Integrated management of plant-parasitic nematodes in Cherry using organic amendments 
and nematacides $21,285

Marianna Szucs Establishing Ganaspis Brasiliensis for biological control of spotted wing drosophila across 
lower Michigan $4,910

Rufus Isaacs Blueberry Gall Wasp suppression and control for Michigan growers $15,887

Randy Beaudry Lenticel injury in apple: Field and storage factors $8,397

Emily Lavely Evaluating economics and labor efficiencies of advanced technology spray systems com-
pared to conventional sprayers in apple and cherry orchards $9,775

Josh Vanderweide Evaluation of a strategy to mitigate replanting issues in Michigan blueberry fields $ 25,000
Erin Bunting Grape yield estimation using LIDAR - Project GREEEN match $5,000

Total from Trust including rollover from 2023 and MBC match  $123,848 

Visit www.mihortsociety.com/trust-fund/trust-funded-research in early 2025 to view the reports from the com-
pleted projects. Some past year reports can be found at the same website or requested from ben@mihortsociety.
com.
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Reports
MICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETYMICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

BUSINESS MEETING AND ELECTION OF DIRECTORSBUSINESS MEETING AND ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

Grand Gallery, DeVos PlaceGrand Gallery, DeVos Place
December 5, 2023December 5, 2023

Call to orderCall to order of the 153rd annual meeting of the Michigan State Horticultural Society by President Douglas De- of the 153rd annual meeting of the Michigan State Horticultural Society by President Douglas De-
Leo at 4:30 p.m.Leo at 4:30 p.m.
MinutesMinutes: President DeLeo reported the minutes from the annual meeting of December 6, 2022 were mailed in : President DeLeo reported the minutes from the annual meeting of December 6, 2022 were mailed in 
October 2023 in the Annual Report. October 2023 in the Annual Report. MovedMoved by Scott Hassle and supported by Mark Miezio to accept the annual  by Scott Hassle and supported by Mark Miezio to accept the annual 
meeting minutes as printed. meeting minutes as printed. Motion carriedMotion carried..
Treasurer’s Annual Report Year Ending June 30, 2023Treasurer’s Annual Report Year Ending June 30, 2023: Kate Link, Treasurer for the Society and Trust, present-: Kate Link, Treasurer for the Society and Trust, present-
ed Reports for both the Society and the Trust. The Society’s Grand Total is $811,809 and Trust Grand Total is ed Reports for both the Society and the Trust. The Society’s Grand Total is $811,809 and Trust Grand Total is 
$2,124,301. $2,124,301. MovedMoved by Larry Bodtke and supported by Chris Alpers to accept the Treasurer’s Reports for the  by Larry Bodtke and supported by Chris Alpers to accept the Treasurer’s Reports for the 
Michigan State Horticultural Society and Society Trust, July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023, as presented. Michigan State Horticultural Society and Society Trust, July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023, as presented. Motion car-Motion car-
riedried..
Trust Committee ReportTrust Committee Report: Larry Bodtke presented a report on behalf of the Trust committee.  Larry introduced : Larry Bodtke presented a report on behalf of the Trust committee.  Larry introduced 
the committee members and thanked Steve Hunt for his nine years of service on the Trust.  Brett Anderson has the committee members and thanked Steve Hunt for his nine years of service on the Trust.  Brett Anderson has 
been appointed to the Trust committee for his first three year term. Larry Bodtke has been re-elected as Trust been appointed to the Trust committee for his first three year term. Larry Bodtke has been re-elected as Trust 
Chairman for 2024. The Trust has given away over $2,000,000 in fruit industry research dollars since its incep-Chairman for 2024. The Trust has given away over $2,000,000 in fruit industry research dollars since its incep-
tion.  Larry concluded his report by encouraging donations and support of the raffle drawing.  tion.  Larry concluded his report by encouraging donations and support of the raffle drawing.  
Election of DirectorsElection of Directors: President DeLeo requested that Chairman Chris Alpers of the Nominations and Elections : President DeLeo requested that Chairman Chris Alpers of the Nominations and Elections 
Committee present the committee’s report and nominations for the available seats.Committee present the committee’s report and nominations for the available seats.

Nominating Committee Report:Nominating Committee Report: Chris Alpers gave the following report: Chris Alpers gave the following report:
The 3rd term of Douglas DeLeo (District 1) is about to expire; he is not eligible for reelection.  The 3rd term of Douglas DeLeo (District 1) is about to expire; he is not eligible for reelection.  
The 2nd term of Chris Alpers (District 3) is about to expire; he is running for reelection.  The 2nd term of Chris Alpers (District 3) is about to expire; he is running for reelection.  
The 1st term of Dan Dietrich (District 2) is about to expire; he is running for reelection.  The 1st term of Dan Dietrich (District 2) is about to expire; he is running for reelection.  
The 3rd term of Scott Hassle (District 1) is about to expire; he is not eligible for reelection.  The 3rd term of Scott Hassle (District 1) is about to expire; he is not eligible for reelection.  

The Nominating Committee submits the following names for election to three-year terms:The Nominating Committee submits the following names for election to three-year terms:
	 Chris Alpers			   District 3	 (3rd term)	 Chris Alpers			   District 3	 (3rd term)
	 Dan Dietrich			   District 2	 (2nd term)	 Dan Dietrich			   District 2	 (2nd term)
	 Creela Hamlin			  District 1	 (1st term)	 Creela Hamlin			  District 1	 (1st term)
	 Becky Hotovy			   District 1	 (1st term) 	 Becky Hotovy			   District 1	 (1st term) 

President DeLeoPresident DeLeo: Per the MSHS bylaws, additional nominations were due twenty days prior to this meeting. The : Per the MSHS bylaws, additional nominations were due twenty days prior to this meeting. The 
secretary reports that none were received. If there are no comments, could I have a motion to accept the Com-secretary reports that none were received. If there are no comments, could I have a motion to accept the Com-
mittees report? mittees report? MovedMoved by Allyn Anthony and seconded by Andy Riley.  by Allyn Anthony and seconded by Andy Riley. Motion carriedMotion carried.  Now a motion for the .  Now a motion for the 
nominations to be closed and that the secretary cast the unanimous ballot for those nominated by the Nomina-nominations to be closed and that the secretary cast the unanimous ballot for those nominated by the Nomina-
tions Committee. tions Committee. MovedMoved by Allyn Anthony and seconded by Bill Erwin.  by Allyn Anthony and seconded by Bill Erwin. Motion carried.Motion carried.
President DeLeo declared that the four nominees were hereby duly elected.President DeLeo declared that the four nominees were hereby duly elected.
Constitution UpdatesConstitution Updates: Ben Smith explained that the MSHS Constitution calls for a review each decade. The : Ben Smith explained that the MSHS Constitution calls for a review each decade. The 
board started the review process in 2023 and has brought recommended changes to the membership for ap-board started the review process in 2023 and has brought recommended changes to the membership for ap-
proval. The Constitution changes presented were made to bring the Constitution in line with how the MSHS has proval. The Constitution changes presented were made to bring the Constitution in line with how the MSHS has 
evolved as an organization. A copy of these changes were mailed in the 2023 Annual Report and can be request-evolved as an organization. A copy of these changes were mailed in the 2023 Annual Report and can be request-
ed from Ben Smith. Ben presented each change, line by line, to the membership and answered any questions ed from Ben Smith. Ben presented each change, line by line, to the membership and answered any questions 
from the floor.from the floor.
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Annual Meeting ContinuedAnnual Meeting Continued
President DeLeoPresident DeLeo: The current Constitution requires that any changes be approved by a 2/3rds majority vote of all : The current Constitution requires that any changes be approved by a 2/3rds majority vote of all 
members present at the annual meeting. If a voice vote is not unanimous, we will vote by raising hands to get an members present at the annual meeting. If a voice vote is not unanimous, we will vote by raising hands to get an 
accurate count for and against. I need a motion to approve all changes to the Constitution as presented. accurate count for and against. I need a motion to approve all changes to the Constitution as presented. MovedMoved  
by Chris Alpers and seconded by Beth Hubbard to approve all changes as presented to the Constitution. by Chris Alpers and seconded by Beth Hubbard to approve all changes as presented to the Constitution. Motion Motion 
carried unanimouslycarried unanimously..
2024 President2024 President: President DeLeo introduced Beth Hubbard as new Society President for 2024 and Beth gave : President DeLeo introduced Beth Hubbard as new Society President for 2024 and Beth gave 
acceptance remarks.acceptance remarks.

Presentation to Outgoing DirectorsPresentation to Outgoing Directors: President DeLeo presented Scott Hassle an engraved plaque in recognition : President DeLeo presented Scott Hassle an engraved plaque in recognition 
of nine years of service to the Society as board member and President 2022.of nine years of service to the Society as board member and President 2022.

MSU GiftMSU Gift: President DeLeo presented Vance Baird, Chairman of the Horticulture Department, MSU, with a : President DeLeo presented Vance Baird, Chairman of the Horticulture Department, MSU, with a 
$8,000 gift for the department.$8,000 gift for the department.

AdjournmentAdjournment: President DeLeo adjourned the meeting at 5:00 p.m.: President DeLeo adjourned the meeting at 5:00 p.m.

MICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETYMICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
MEETING OF DIRECTORSMEETING OF DIRECTORS

Great Lakes ExpoGreat Lakes Expo
DeVos PlaceDeVos Place

December 5, 2023December 5, 2023
At 5:00 p.m., the Michigan State Horticultural Society Board of Directors met with President DeLeo presiding. At 5:00 p.m., the Michigan State Horticultural Society Board of Directors met with President DeLeo presiding. 
Chris Alpers stated that the executive committee was nominating Mark Evans as Vice President.Chris Alpers stated that the executive committee was nominating Mark Evans as Vice President.
MovedMoved by Andy Riley and supported by Beth Hubbard to elect Mark Evans Vice President of the Michigan State  by Andy Riley and supported by Beth Hubbard to elect Mark Evans Vice President of the Michigan State 
Horticultural Society Board. Horticultural Society Board. Motion carriedMotion carried..
MovedMoved by Will Cartwright and seconded by Kyle Weber to accept the slate of officers for 2024 as presented.  by Will Cartwright and seconded by Kyle Weber to accept the slate of officers for 2024 as presented. Mo-Mo-
tion carriedtion carried..
The following officers were elected for 2024:The following officers were elected for 2024:
	 President			   Beth Hubbard			  Three Rivers	 President			   Beth Hubbard			  Three Rivers
	 President Elect			  Chris Alpers			   Lake Leelanaw		 President Elect			  Chris Alpers			   Lake Leelanaw	
	 Vice-President			  Mark Evans			   Frankfort	 Vice-President			  Mark Evans			   Frankfort
	 Executive Director		  Ben Smith			   Benton Harbor	 Executive Director		  Ben Smith			   Benton Harbor
	 Treasurer			   Kate Link			   Conklin	 Treasurer			   Kate Link			   Conklin
	 Educational Coordinator	 Josh VanderWeide		  East Lansing	 Educational Coordinator	 Josh VanderWeide		  East Lansing
	 Trust Chairman		  Larry Bodtke			   Grand Junction	 Trust Chairman		  Larry Bodtke			   Grand Junction

Meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m.Meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m.

Treasurer’s ReportsTreasurer’s Reports

Michigan State Horticultural Society ReportMichigan State Horticultural Society Report
June 30, 2023June 30, 2023

RECEIPTS  

Great Lakes Expo: Income           					     $ 145,000.00
Great Lakes Expo: Sales						      $     6,028.00
Great Lakes Expo: Scholarship Sponsors				    $   10,500.00  
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RECEIPTS CONTINUED
Investments: Gains, Interest, Dividends				    $   22,171.00
Other: Manistee Productions - Mgt Fee				    $     1,000.00
R&P Support: SE Extension Educator					    $   29,000.00
R&P Support: Specialty Crop Block Grants				    $ 114,830.00
Total Income								        $ 328,529.00

EXPENDITURES

Board: Insurance							       $    2,394.00
Board: Meetings, Lodging & Meals					     $  19,630.00
Contract: Tax Accounting						      $    2,201.00
Contract: Executive Secretary						     $  36,804.00
Contract: Treasurer							       $    7,086.00
Contract: Trust Management						      $    2,308.00
Contract: Investment Portfolio Management				   $    3,007.00
Marketing: Annual Report						      $    2,635.00
Marketing: Distinguished Service Videos				    $    2,000.00
Marketing: Advertising and Industry Events				    $  12,186.00
Operation Expenses: Postage, Software, etc				    $    3,813.00
Research & Program Support: Awards & Gifts			   $       499.00
Research & Program Support: Scholarships				    $  13,000.00
Research & Program Support: Speaker Expenses			   $    8,756.00
Research & Program Support: Specialty Crop Block Grants		  $114,830.00
Research & Program Support: West Central Station			   $  10,000.00
Research & Program Support: Sponsorships & Donations		  $  14,813.00
Research & Program Support: Tree Fruit Integrator			   $    6,914.00
Research & Program Support: Weed Scientist			   $  10,000.00
Research & Program Support: SW Small Fruit Educator		  $  16,073.00
Research & Program Support: SE Extension Educator		  $  20,382.00
Travel									         $    5,157.00
Total Expenditures July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023 			   $314,490.00

Cash  Balance  July 1, 2022                    				    $116,616.00
Receipts through June 30, 2023                           			   $306,881.00
                                                           	    Total         			   $423,497.00
 
Expenditures through June 30, 2023			                      	 $314,490.00
                                                                                			   $109,007.00

Transfer from Investments to Cash					     $    3,008.00

Cash Balance on June 30, 2023			                             	$112,015.00

SOCIETY SECURITIES  REPORT 
June 30, 2023
Investments     	                                                    				   $  699,794.00  * 
* A more complete breakdown of investments is available by request from ben@mihortsociety.com.

Did you know...
Part of the registration 
fee you pay to attend the 
Expo is used to fund fruit 
research!  While the major-
ity of the registration cost 
is used to fund the Expo’s 
operating expenses, the 
Hort Society uses any extra 
funds to further its mis-
sion of supporting the fruit 
industry.  Both organiza-
tions are non-profits, which 
means all dollars are being 
used to support the mis-
sion, not line shareholders' 
pockets!
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Michigan State Horticultural SocietyMichigan State Horticultural Society
Trust Fund ReportTrust Fund Report

June 30, 2023June 30, 2023

Receipts as of June 30, 2023
	 Contributions: Bukovac				    $  25,500.00
	 Contributions: In Memory - Rood			   $    1,999.00
	 Contributions: Individuals and Businesses		  $    8,056.00
	 Contributions: Memorial - B. Swindeman		  $    5,000.00
	 Contributions: Memorial - W.H. Braman		  $    2,500.00
	 Other: Interest, Dividends & Gains			   $  91,754.00
Total                                                                            		  $134,809.00 
                                                                             
Expenditures thru June 30, 2023
	 Contract: Tax Accountant				    $    2,114.00
	 Contract: Investment Management			   $    9,159.00
	 Operations: Postage, Software, Etc			   $       856.00
	 Scholarship: Bukovac					     $    1,500.00
	 Scholarship: B. Swindeman				    $    1,500.00
	 Special Projects: Research Funded			   $  52,841.00
	 Special Projects: Sponsorships			   $    5,000.00
	 Travel: Mileage, Meals, Etc				    $       154.00
Total                      	  					     $  73,124.00

Cash Balance July 1, 2022					     $  15,270.00
Receipts through June 30, 2023				    $  43,093.00
								        $  58,363.00

Expenditures through June 30, 2023				    $  73,124.00
							                    $( 14,761.00)

Transfers from Investments to Cash				    $  32,259.00
								      
Cash Balance on June 30, 2023				    $  17,498.00

TRUST SECURITIES  REPORT 

Investments                                                            		  $2,106,803.00 *

*A more complete breakdown of investments is available by request from ben@mihortsociety.com.
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The MSHS Constitution UpdateThe MSHS Constitution Update
The Constitution update in December 2023 was approved unanimously and can be seen on our website here: 
https://mihortsociety.com/membership/mshs-constitution/

The MSHS board continued a deeper conversation on Article VI and approved bringing the below changes to the 
membership for a vote at the annual meeting in 2024. The text below is the proposed new Article VI. You can see 
the original Article VI at the link above.

This Constitution will be voted on by all members in attendance at the Annual Meeting on Dec 10th. Your atten-
dance is encouraged for this important vote.

The proposed changes will be presented during the annual meeting with an opportunity for questions.

Article VIArticle VI

Persons elected to the BOD shall be nominated from director districts in which they reside.  Four director dis-
tricts are herewith established, designated as districts 1, 2, 3, 4, and shall be defined as the following counties:

District 1 - Southwest:  Allegan, Van Buren, Kalamazoo, Calhoun, Jackson, Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph, Branch, 
Hillsdale.
District 2 - West Central:  Mason, Oceana, Newaygo, Mecosta, Isabella, Muskegon, Ottawa, Kent, Montcalm, 
Gratiot, Ionia, Clinton, Shiawassee, Barry, Eaton, Ingham.
District 3 - North:  Emmet, Cheboygan, Presque Isle, Charlevoix, Antrim, Otsego, Montmorency, Alpena, Leela-
nau, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Crawford, Oscoda, Alcona, Manistee, Wexford, Missaukee, Roscommon, 
Ogemaw, Iosco, Lake, Osceola, Clare, Gladwin, Arenac and the Upper Peninsula.
District 4 - East:  Bay, Midland, Saginaw, Huron, Tuscola, Sanilac, Gennesee, Lapeer, St. Clair, Livingston, Oak-
land, Macomb, Washtenaw, Wayne, Lenawee, Monroe.

In addition, up to five directors shall be elected at-large.

Beginning with the election of directors in 2025, BOD positions shall be allocated as follows:
	 District 1 - 2
	 District 2 - 2
	 District 3 - 2
	 District 4 - 1
	 At-large – 5

The goal of the BOD districts and at-large positions is to fairly represent both the fruit commodities grown in 
Michigan and the distribution of fruit farms across the state. The five at-large directors should be nominated to 
fill gaps in the representation of the district directors. Consideration should be given to the following areas when 
nominating an at-large director. 
•	 Number of directors representing each commodity
•	 Number of directors residing in each district
•	 Representation of fruit specialties (organic, farm marketer, farm size, etc)
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Article VI ContinuedArticle VI Continued

Solely to facilitate full implementation of the foregoing election by districts, the Board of Directors shall have Solely to facilitate full implementation of the foregoing election by districts, the Board of Directors shall have 
authority to set shorter or longer terms of office for directors prior to their election by the active membership so authority to set shorter or longer terms of office for directors prior to their election by the active membership so 
that rotation of the members elected from director districts can be fairly established and maintained. A nominat-that rotation of the members elected from director districts can be fairly established and maintained. A nominat-
ing committee of at least four members, chaired by the Vice-President, shall be appointed annually by the Presi-ing committee of at least four members, chaired by the Vice-President, shall be appointed annually by the Presi-
dent to nominate individuals for election to the BOD at the Society's annual meeting.  Additional eligible candi-dent to nominate individuals for election to the BOD at the Society's annual meeting.  Additional eligible candi-
dates may be nominated for each contested directorship by written petition signed by individuals representing dates may be nominated for each contested directorship by written petition signed by individuals representing 
not less than fifteen voting memberships in the district to be represented, provided that the petition is received not less than fifteen voting memberships in the district to be represented, provided that the petition is received 
by the registered office of the Society not less than twenty days prior to the annual meeting.  Nominations from by the registered office of the Society not less than twenty days prior to the annual meeting.  Nominations from 
the floor at the time of the annual meeting shall not be permitted.the floor at the time of the annual meeting shall not be permitted.
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Michigan State Horticultural Society OfficersMichigan State Horticultural Society Officers
The Michigan State Horticultural Society is proud of its long history supporting the Michigan fruit industry.  On The Michigan State Horticultural Society is proud of its long history supporting the Michigan fruit industry.  On 
this page, you will see a list of the officers of the society.  The men and women listed helped continue the passion this page, you will see a list of the officers of the society.  The men and women listed helped continue the passion 
for fruit for which the Michigan State Horticultural Society has been known.  If you see any of the members list-for fruit for which the Michigan State Horticultural Society has been known.  If you see any of the members list-
ed, please thank them for their time on the board and their service to the Michigan State Horticultural Society.  ed, please thank them for their time on the board and their service to the Michigan State Horticultural Society.  
Please visit our website for a complete list.Please visit our website for a complete list.

If you would be interested in serving on the Hort Society board or know someone who may be interested, please If you would be interested in serving on the Hort Society board or know someone who may be interested, please 
see the Nominations section on page 2 and email ben@mihortsociety.com for more information.see the Nominations section on page 2 and email ben@mihortsociety.com for more information.

PRESIDENTS 1960 - 2024PRESIDENTS 1960 - 2024
1960	 Harry Nye, St, Joseph
1961	 Myron Dowd, Hartford
1962	 Erwin Klenk, Sparta
1963	 Carl Robotham, Bellaire
1964	 William B. Davis, Belding
1965	 Ralph Forman, Northville
1966	 Howard Clupper, Dowagiac
1967	 Everett Wiles, Bangor
1968	 Harry Overhiser, South Haven
1969	 Paul Scott, Northport
1970	 Henry T. Nelson, Ionia
1971	 J.W. Erwin, South Lyon
1972	 Edwin Radewald, Jr., Niles
1973	 John Babcock, Hartford
1974	 Rodney Bull, Bailey
1975	 Donald Harman, Scottville
1976	 Orville Trebian, Stanton
1977	 Ed Wasem, Milan
1978	 John Nye, St. Joseph
1979	 Wallace Heuser, Hartford
1980	 Donald Spencer, South Haven
1981	 William Harmon, Traverse City
1982	 Edward Wittenbach, Belding
1983	 Donald M. Hill, Montrose
1984	 James Friday, Coloma
1985	 William Austin, Hartford
1986	 Pete Wiard, Ypsilanti
1987	 Merlin Kraft, Sparta
1988	 Alex Collins III, Grand Rapids
1989	 Alton Wendzel, Watervliet
1990	 W. S. Carpenter, Paw Paw
1991	 James B. Martin, Flushing
1992	 Paul Rood, Covert
1993	 Harold Thome, Comstock Park
1994	 Arthur Lister, Sr., Ludington
1995	 Rodney Winkel, Watervliet
1996	 Steven Kalchik, Suttons Bay
1997	 Allyn Anthony, Hartford
1998	 William Erwin, South Lyon
1999	 Allan W. Overhiser, South Haven
2000	 Mark Evans, Frankfort
2001	 William Grabemeyer, Dowagiac
2002	 Robert Gregory, Traverse City
2003	 Paul Grantz, Shelby
2004	 Joe Klein, Sparta
2005	 Ross Stein, South Haven
2006	 Michael Wittenbach, Belding
2007	 Kurt  Weber, Benton Harbor
2008	 Fred Koenigshof, Coloma
2009	 Jason Fleming, Shelby
2010	 Mark Drake, Suttons Bay

2011	 Steve Thome, Comstock Park
2012	 Ed Robinette, Grand Rapids
2013	 Steve Hunt, Grand Junction
2014	 Larry Bodtke, Grand Junction
2015         Steve Tennes, Charlotte
2016	 Kurt Dowd, Hartford
2017	 Mark Miezio, Suttons Bay
2018	 Monica Teichman, Eau Claire
2019	 Chris Kropf, Lowell
2020	 Brett Anderson, Sparta
2021	 Will Bristol, Romeo
2022	 Scott Hassle, Decatur
2023	 Douglas DeLeo, Bangor
2024	 Beth Hubbard, Three Rivers

SECRETARYSECRETARY
1971-96	 Jerome Hull, Jr., East Lansing
1997-02	 Lynnell E. Sage, Morrice
2003-17	 Allyn J. Anthony, Hartford
2018-24	 Ben Smith, Benton Harbor

TREASURERTREASURER
1950-64	 Lloyd A. Spencer, South Haven
1965-89	 Forrest Griffin, Lansing
1990-2019 Sharri German, Belding
2020-24	 Kate Link, Conklin

EDUCATIONAL COORDINATOREDUCATIONAL COORDINATOR
1974-80	 James Flore, East Lansing
1981-85	 Donald Dewey, East Lansing
1986-93	 Eric Hanson, East Lansing
1994	 Robert Tritten, East Lansing
1995-00	 Ron Perry, East Lansing
2001-17	 Eric Hanson, East Lansing
2018-23	 Greg Lang, East Lansing
2024	 Josh VanderWeide, East Lansing
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Great Lakes Expo Great Lakes Expo 

What to ExpectWhat to Expect

The Great Lakes Expo will be held on December 10-12, 2024, at Devos Place in Grand Rapids.  The Michigan 
State Horticultural Society and Michigan Vegetable Council boards are continually trying to improve the Expo to 
deliver more benefits to attendees and exhibitors.  This year, there are some special events for everyone's enjoy-
ment.

•	 Trade Show Redesign - Did you enjoy the new look of the trade show in 2023? We've kept most of the chang-
es and will have a few more in store for you this year. You will want to plan to spend extra time in the trade 
show to see all the new ideas. Check out the new trade show layout here: https://glexpo.com/exhibit/#trade-
show-map

•	 Innovation - The Expo theme this year is Innovation. Visit our Innovation Aisle featuring companies with 
cutting-edge ag technology. There are also many innovation and technology education sessions.

•	 New Innovation Demo Area - Adjacent to the Innovation Aisle, a demo area will provide space for you to see 
equipment in action.

•	 Raffle! The MSHS Trust will be raffling a Scag Tiger Cat II. Tickets are $20 each or 3 for $50 and can be pur-
chased at the booth in the Grand Gallery. There will be drawings every day for $50 gift cards!

•	 Keynote Speakers
	 ZenGenius - Farm Market Keynote - Learn how to use sensory and visual merchandising to attract 
customers.What does your brand look, taste, smell, feel and sound like? These sensory elements play a key role 
in shaping how customers perceive your brand. Two education sessions will be held on Tuesday covering these 
topics.
	 John Kempf - Expo Keynote - John Kempf is a leader in the regenerative agriculture space and will be at 
the Expo both Tuesday and Wednesday to discuss ways of thinking about pest management, fruit quality and soil 
health that will transform your farm. You can hear him on the Regenerative Agriculture podcast.
	 Jon Dinsmore - Expo Keynote - Jon Dinsmore is a farmer from Arizona who has learned how to creative-
ly use social media to bring attention to farming. He has learned how to expand his circle outside the farming 
bubble to be able to communicate with wide audiences.
•	 New Website - Have you visited glexpo.com recently? We created a brand new website this summer that will 

more easily manage your registration process and keep all helpful information in easy-to-find locations. Be 
sure to get it out and register soon before the early bird discount ends on November 15!

•	 The Expo Social - Wednesday at 5:30 - 7:15 p.m. - Come check out the Expo's newest event! The Expo board 
has redesigned the banquet into an evening of food, drinks, networking and awards. Come connect with 
your fellow growers and participate in the industry awards program. This event is FREEFREE to all Expo attend-
ees!

Plan to attend, grow in fruit farming knowlege and support the Hort Society!

Don't Forget!Don't Forget!
The MSHS annual meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, Dec. 10 at 4:30 in a room off the 
Grand Gallery. Plan to attend to vote on the 
Constitution update (see page 11) and see 
who wins the two $50 gift cards drawn for 
Tuesday.

VisitVisit
glexpo.comglexpo.com

today!today!


