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HE DIRECTOR

Embracing change - it’s the only way forward

Welcome to our redesigned annual
report. I hope you find it just as
informative as in years past, but a
little more interesting to flip through.

As I thought of what to write this year,
it seemed like recognizing and
embracing change was a key theme.
There were many new ideas I worked
on this year. The Expo has a new
education schedule. We have a couple
new faces on the MSU fruit team. We
are highlighting a new sprayer at
Expo. And this annual report has a
brand new look.

Will all these changes remain? No. I'm
sure you've learned that as new ideas
are tried, some work, but some fail.
The important part is to not give up
trying to improve. Trying to get
better. Each day. Each month. Each
year.

Our goal at the MSHS is to help assist
you in that improvement. Through
research. Through education.
Through interactions with your fellow
growers.

Here’s to a better year ahead. Enjoy.
- Ben

MSHS Board of Directors
District4: Kyle Weber, Aaron Molter, Creela Hamlin, Nate Stafford
District 2: Kyle Rasch, Andy Riley, Dan Dietrich
District 3:;Mark Evans, Ghris Alpers

District 4; Will Cartwright
At Large: Bill Schultz Jr, Adam Shinske




NOMINATIONS

Four positions are up for nomination.
All four are currently filled by
Directors who intend to continue for

another term.

DISTRICT 1: AARON MOLTER
DISTRICT 2: ANDY RILEY
DISTRICT 4: WILL CARTWRIGHT
AT-LARGE: ADAM SHINSKE

WANT TO JOIN US?

INTERESTED IN LEARNING
HOW TO JOIN THE MSHS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS?
CLICK THE BUTTON AND
READ ARTICLE VI IN THE
MSHS CONSTITUTION

MSHS Executive Committee
President: Mark Evans
President-Elect: Kyle Weber

Vice President: Kyle Rasch

Past President: Beth Hubbard



https://mihortsociety.com/membership/mshs-constitution/

FRUIT SESSIONS

No matter what you grow, you can
find something new to learn

HIGHLIGHTS

New Morning Education Schedule!
Tuesday and Wednesday education
starts at 8:30AM

Special fruit thinning session on
Thursday morning.

NEW FRUIT GROWER
NETWORKING EVENT!

Join your fellow fruit growers in the
Food Truck area on Tuesday from
4:00-5:30. Free tacos and a drink!

The MSHS is sponsoring this event
to foster more and deeper
communication in the fruit
industry. Each attendee will receive
a ticket for 2 free tacos from La
Chula food truck and one free
drink from the bar.

350+

COMPANIES IN THE TRADE
SHOW

Whatever you need, someone has it.

Company participation in the Great
Lakes Expo is critical to the
financial health of both the Expo
and the MSHS. Please visit and
support our exhibitors!
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REGISTER FOR EXPO

ar $115 $135

EARLY BIRD PRICING ON-SITE PRICING

A
Register online to save time

.~ Ending November 15th STETEE M
waiting in line

E———

e

*
-
W
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CLICK
HERE TO
REGISTER
FOR EXPO

MSHS TRUST BOOTH

IN 2025, IF YOU DONATE
$100 OR MORE YOU WILL
BE ENTERED IN A DRAWING
FOR A FREE 2 NIGHT STAY
AT AMWAY IN 2026

ENTRY TO WIN A

1 FREE 2 NIGHT STAY
DURING THE 2026

OR MORE EXPOI


http://www.glexpo.com/

SPECIAL EVENTS

EXPO SOCIAL

Wednesday December 10 5:30PM

A hit last year, even
bigger this year!
Join your fellow Expo
attendees, enjoy the
grazing table and a
free drink and
celebrate with us
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
AWARDS
Larry Bodtke: growing
blueberries and many other
things. Years of service on the
MSHS board and Trust
committee

Nikki Rothwell: Coordinator
of the Northwest Michigan
Horticultural Research
Center and Tree Fruit
Specialist. Working for the
MI fruit grower for almost 20
years

CIDER

CONTEST

AN ANNUAL EVENT SINCE
1997, PITTING THE BEST
MICHIGAN SWEET CIDERS
AGAINST EACH OTHER. A
PANEL OF JUDGES
DETERMINES THE WINNER,
ANNOUNCED DURING THE
EXPO SOCIAL.

2024 Cider Contest Winners
First Place: Farmer White’s;, Williamasburg
Second Place: Klein Cider Mill; Sparta

Third Place: Apple Barrel Gider, Ithaca




STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

2024 SCHOLARSHIP
SPONSORS

Bernie Swindeman
Memorial

Dave Smith Michigan
Vegetable Council
Great American Media
Henry Butchie DeBlouw
Memorial

John Bukovac Memorial
Meister Media
Michigan State
Horticultural Society
Nestle/Gerber

Syngenta Crop Protection
Valent USA
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$2000 EACH

Given to students planning a career
in the Midwest fruit industry

GREAT LAKES

EXPO >

FRUIT, VEGETABLE & FARM MARKET

SPONSORS

THANK YOU 2024 SPONSORS!!

DIAMOND
« BASF

GOLD
« NUTRIEN AG SOLUTIONS
« UPL, INC

SILVER
« AGROFRESH
 BAYER
« HM CLAUSE
- MACMA
« MONTE PACKAGING

BRONZE
ADVANCING ECO AGRICULTURE
ARLENE RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT
ATTICUS LLC
BEJO SEEDS
MODERN PRODUCE
NEWAYGO INSURANCE AGENCY
RIDGE AUTOMATION
ROCKFORD PACKAGE SUPPLY
SYNGENTA CROP PROTECTION
WAFLER NURSERY
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MSHS TRUST

2025 TRUST COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Brett Anderson - Chair; Mark Miezio;
Will Bristol; Mark Evans - Board Liaison

2024 TRUST DONATIONS
The Society publicly thanks all contributors
to the Trust Fund in 2024

PRESIDENTS CLUB

$10,000+

T.T. Lyon Club
$5,000-$9,999

Executive Club
$2,500-%$4,999
Bill Braman Trust

Diamond Club
$1,000-$2,499

Silver Club
$500-$999
Vance Baird

Jason Meachum
Mark Wolbers

Bronze Club

$250-$499

Larry Bodtke

Ben and Adrianne
Smith

Ed Robinette

CENTURY CLUB
$100-$249

Ross Stein

Douglas and Susan DeLeo
Jim Hill

Hailee Leitz

Jim Nugent

Kurt and Nancy Weber
Kyle Weber

Steve Weber

Joan Runkel

Dave Smeltzer

Bill Grabemeyer

Allan Overhiser

Matt and Creela Hamlin
Allyn Anthony

Becky Hotovy

Will Bristol

Daniel Hill

Mike Wittenbach

Patron Club
$10-$49

Mark Ledebuhr
Robert Powers
Melissa Johnson
Todd DeKryger
Cheng Kao
Wayne Miller
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MSHS TRUST

PATRON CLUB CONTINUED

$10-$49
Roger Blackwell Aleksandra Skirycz
Eric Franzenburg Don Colcuc
Wayne Irish Mark Schilling
Ned Birkey Roger Miller
Homer Trecartin Catherin Straffon
Gregg Evangelista L. Andy Norman
Janis Miller Andrew Baron
Adam Shinske Matt Wurm
Don Strauss Jim Lemire

Filiberto Villa Gomez

ANNUAL TRUST DONATIONS

100000

80000

60000

Dollars

40000

20000

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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TRUST FUND ACTIVITY ‘ 1

YEARS SINCE THE MSHS TRUST
WAS ESTABLISHED

Total Cash

) $1,802,531
Donations )
$2,374,468 spent on fruit
industry research projects
Total S.tock $183.359 y proj
Donations

since founding

Total Donations $1,985,890

Annual Project Funding

120000

100000
80000
60000

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Dollars




2025 TRUST FUNDED
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RESEARCH

PROJECTS FUNDED

$104,518 in total funding

Researcher Project Cost
Rufus Evaluating strategies for the management of insect and mite $14.674
Isaacs pests in Michigan strawberries ’
Rufus Investigating blueberry gall wasp host susceptibility and $16,944

Isaacs control programs for Michigan growers - YEAR 2 ’
Timothy Evaluating fungicides for blueberry fruit rot management
) . . $15,000
Miles and residue analysis
. Comparing Spray Drone to Conventional Sprayer
Michael . ,
: Technology for Pest and Disease Management in $8,246
Reinke - :
Michigan Vineyards
: Evaluating the impacts of harvest management and color
Emily ) :
enhancement materials on fruit $11,596
Lavely . . : :
maturity, quality, and color development in Honeycrisp
Randolph Application of CA During Conditioning: Sensitivity of $5.977
Beaudry Honeycrisp to Internal Browning and Bitter pit ’
Todd . : : . . :
Einhorn Managing Honeycrisp fruit growth rate to mitigate bitter pit $16,993
: Can crop phenology cues be used to better predict San Jose
Julianna .. : .
Wilson scale crawler emergence for timing interventions in apple and $15,088

cherry?
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MICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
BUSINESS MEETING AND ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

Great Lakes Expo
DeVos Place
December 10, 2024

Call to order of the 154" annual meeting of the Michigan State Horticultural
Society by President Beth Hubbard at 4:30 pm.

The meeting started with a drawing for two $50 gift cards from all the tickets
purchased so far for the 2024 Scag Tiger Cat mower raffle. Ben Smith spun the
raffle drum and Beth Hubbard drew two tickets. The first was ticket 0014 Kurt
Dowd and the second was ticket 0074 Matt Hamlin. Congratulations to the two
$50 winners.

Minutes: President Hubbard reported the minutes from the annual meeting of
December 5, 2023 were emailed in October 2024 in the Annual Report. Moved by
Mark Miezio and supported by Mark Evans to accept the annual meeting minutes
as printed. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Annual Report Year Ending June 80, 2024: Kate Link, Treasurer for
the Society and Trust, presented Reports for both the Society and the Trust. The
Society’s Grand Total of Assets is $949,565 and Trust Grand Total of assets is
$2,431,054. Moved by Larry Bodtke and supported by Kurt Dowd to accept the
Treasurer’s Reports for the Michigan State Horticultural Society and Society
Trust, July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024, as presented. Motion carried.

Trust Committee Report: Larry Bodtke presented a report on behalf of the Trust
committee. Larry introduced the committee members and mentioned that he was
coming to the end of his 9 years of service on the Trust. Will Bristol has been
appointed to the Trust committee for his first 3-year term. Brett Anderson has
been elected as Trust Chairman for 2025. Larry commented that the raffle had
been going well and encouraged the membership to purchase tickets to support
the Trust. He thanked Gelders and Scag for their partnership. The Trust has
given away over $2,000,000 in fruit industry research dollars since its inception.
Larry concluded his report by encouraging donations and thanking the
membership for their support during his time on both the MSHS board and
Trust Committee
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MICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
BUSINESS MEETING AND ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
continued

Election of Directors: President Hubbard requested that Chairman Mark Evans of
the Nominations and Elections Committee present the committee’s report and
nominations for the available seats.

Nominating Committee Report: Mark Evans gave the following report:

The 3"¢ term of Beth Hubbard (At Large) is about to expire; she is not eligible for
reelection.

The 2"? term of Mark Evans (District 3) is about to expire; he is running for
reelection.

The 1°* term of Kyle Rasch (District 2) is about to expire; he is running for
reelection.

The 2"? term of Kyle Weber (District 1) is about to expire; he is running for
reelection.

Becky Hotovy has resigned from the board due to a job change out of state. She
has completed the first year of her first term.

The Nominating Committee submits the following names for election to three-
year terms:

Mark Evans District 8 (8™ term)
Kyle Rasch District 2 (274 term)
Kyle Weber District 1 (374 term)
Bill Schultz At Large (1** term)

The Nominating Committee also submits Nate Stafford to complete a 2-year
term. With this partial term, he will be eligible to complete 3 3-year terms if he
chooses.

President Hubbard: Per the MSHS bylaws, additional nominations were due 20
days prior to this meeting. The Executive Director reports that none were
received. If there are no comments, could I have a motion to accept the
Committees report? Moved by Will Cartwright and seconded by Will Bristol.
Motion carried. Now a motion for the nominations to be closed and that the
secretary cast the unanimous ballot for those nominated by the Nominations
Committee. Moved by Bill Grabemeyer and seconded by Andy Riley. Motion
carried

President Hubbard declared that the five nominees were hereby duly elected.
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MICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
BUSINESS MEETING AND ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
continued

Constitution Updates: Ben Smith explained the proposed Constitution change. A
copy of these changes was emailed in the 2024 Annual Report and was passed out
to each person in attendance at the annual meeting. Ben explained that the
board had reviewed the requirements for setting the districts for directors. Due
to a change in the fruit inventory survey, there would have been a dramatic
change to district representation. In order to modulate representation in the
future, the current board is proposing to set the seats allocated to District 1, 2
and 3 to 2. District 4 would still have 1 seat. This would leave 5 seats for at large.
He asked for questions from the floor, but there were none.

President Hubbard: The current Constitution requires that any changes be
approved by a 2/3rds majority vote of all members present at the annual
meeting. If a voice vote is not unanimous, we will vote by raising hands to get an
accurate count for and against. I need a motion to approve the Constitution
change as presented. Moved by Will Cartwright and seconded by Creela Hamlin
to approve the Constitution change. Motion carried unanimously.

2025 President: President Hubbard introduced Mark Evans as new Society
President for 2025 and Mark gave acceptance remarks.

Presentation to Outgoing Directors: President Hubbard presented Douglas DelLeo
an engraved plaque in recognition of 10 years of service to the Society as board
member and President 2023.

President Hubbard presented Becky Hotovy a gift basket in recognition of her
year on the Society board.

MSU Gift: President Hubbard presented Vance Baird, Chairman of the
Horticulture Department, MSU, with a $8,000 gift for the department.

Adjournment: President Hubbard adjourned the meeting at 4:55 p.m.



REPORTS
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MICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

MEETING OF DIRECTORS
Great Lakes Expo
DeVos Place
December 10, 2024

At 4:56 p.m., the Michigan State Horticultural Society Board of Directors
met with President Hubbard presiding. Mark Evans stated that the
executive committee was nominating Kyle Weber as President-Elect and

Kyle Rasch as Vice President.

Moved by Andy Riley and supported by Will Cartwright to elect Kyle
Weber President-Elect and Kyle Rasch Vice President of the Michigan

State Horticultural Society Board. Motion carried.

Moved by Chris Alpers and seconded by Creela Hamlin to accept the slate

of officers for 2025 as presented. Motion carried.

The following officers were elected for 2025:

President Mark Evans
President Elect Kyle Weber
Vice-President Kyle Rasch
Executive Director Ben Smith
Treasurer Kate Link
Educational Coordinator Josh VanderWeide
Trust Chairman Brett Anderson

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.

Frankfort
Watervliet
Greenville
Benton Harbor
Conklin
East Lansing
Sparta
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MICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY REPORT
JULY 1, 2023 - JUNE 30, 2024

RECEIPTS
Great Lakes Expo: Income $195,185 IE);c})lngclt\iA:;lsis-ula\fIgmt Fee $1,000
Great Lakes Expo: Sales $2,032 Eﬁi;?gg%ﬁiior $15,000
ggﬁzial;gﬁie; ]g;gg:sors $8,000 R&P Support: SCBG $165,537
iz;l:rsézrtl’e[r;:‘sn é};ig:’ $26,224 Total Income $412,978
EXPENDITURES
Board: Insurance $2,502 Marketing: Annual Report $3,096
f/{oez;licsiz Meetings, Lodging, $18.897 giﬁlfsél?fd eolZistinguished $2000
icocnot:;fttl r?;rvices: Tax $2.540 }\flgl;iet;?iv éﬁ:/sertising & $12.445
Evecutive Director siams || e $5,470
Teasarer 719 | | Gumpor: Awarde and Gifis | 419
st pontoioMgt | 53487 | | Semert Schonoabins $12,000




TREASURER REPORTS

MICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY REPORT
JUNE 30, 2024
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EXPENDITURES
Research & Program $7.268 Research & Program
Support: Speaker Expenses ’ Support: SW Small Fruit $9,738
Educator
Research & Program
Support: SCBG 3165,587 Research & Program
Support: SE Extension $37,500
Research & Program Educator
Support: West Central $25,000
Travel: Mileage, Meals, etc $4,791
Research & Program
Support: Sponsorships & $25,450
Donations
Research & Program
ISupport: Tree Fruit $5,048 Total Expenditures $394,973
ntegrator
Cash Balance as of July 1, 2023 $112,015
Cash Receipts through June 30, 2024 $387,520 SECURITY REPORT
JUNE 30, 2024
subtotal | $499,535
Investments: Fidelity
Expenditures through June 30, 2024 $394,973 Portfolio
subtotal | $104,562 $841,567
Transfers from Investment to Cash $3,437
Cash Balance on June 30, 2024 $107,999
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TREASURER REPORTS

MICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY TRUST REPORT
JULY 1, 2023 - JUNE 30, 2024

Contrlbl_mons: Individuals $7.480

and Businesses

Contributions: Memorial -

W.H. Braman $2,500

RECEIPTS Contribution: MSHS $2,055

Investments: Gains,

Interest, Dividends $178,887

Total Income $190,922

Contract Services: Tax Acct $2,330

Contract Services: Inv. Mgt $10,347

Operations: Postage,

Software, etc $394
EXPENDITURES | Scholarship: Bukovac $2,000

Scholarship: Swindeman $2,000

Special Projects: Research $123,848

Total Expenditures $140,919
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TREASURER REPORTS

MICHIGAN STATE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY TRUST REPORT
JULY 1, 2023 - JUNE 30, 2024

Cash Balance as of July 1, 2023 $17,498
Cash Receipts through June 30, 2024 $12,123
subtotal $29,621
Expenditures through June 30, 2024 $140,919
subtotal $(111,298)
Transfers from Investments to Cash $112,707
subtotal $1,409
Cash Balance on June 30, 2024 $1,409

SECURITIES REPORT
JUNE 30, 2024

INVESTMENTS: FIDELITY PORTFOLIO

$2,429,645

A COMPLETE BREAKDOWN OF ALL SOCIETY AND TRUST INVESTMENTS IS AVAILABLE FROM THE TREASURER
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The Michigan State Horticultural Society is proud of its long history
supporting the Michigan fruit industry. On this page, you will see a list of
the officers of the Society. The men and women listed helped continue the
passion for fruit for which the MSHS has been known. If you see any of the

members listed, please thank them for their time on the board.
Please visit our website for a full list since 1870.

1990 W. S. Carpenter, Paw Paw

1991 James B. Martin, Flushing

1992 Paul Rood, Covert

1993 Harold Thome, Comstock Park
1994 Arthur Lister, Sr., Ludington
1995 Rodney Winkel, Watervliet
1996 Steven Kalchik, Suttons Bay
1997 Allyn Anthony, Hartford

1998 William Erwin, South Lyon
1999 Allan W. Overhiser, South Haven
2000 Mark Evans, Frankfurt

2001 William Grabemeyer, Dowagiac
2002 Robert Gregory, Traverse City
2003 Paul Grantz, Shelby

2004 Joe Klein, Sparta

2005 Ross Stein, South Haven

2006 Michael Wittenbach, Belding
2007 Kurt Weber, Benton Harbor
2008 Fred Koenigshof, Coloma
2009 Jason Fleming, Shelby

2010 Mark Drake, Suttons Bay
2011 Steve Thome, Comstock Park
2012 Ed Robinette, Grand Rapids
2018 Steve Hunt, Grand Junction
2014 Larry Bodtke, Grand Junction
2015 Steve Tennes, Charlotte

2016 Kurt Dowd, Hartford

2017 Mark Miezio, Suttons Bay
2018 Monica Teichman, Eau Claire
2019 Chris Kropf, Lowell

2020 Brett Anderson, Sparta

2021 Will Bristol, Romeo

2022 Scott Hassle, Decatur

2023 Douglas DeLeo, Bangor

2024 Beth Hubbard, Three Rivers
2025 Mark Evans, Frankfurt
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MSHS

OFFICERS

The Michigan State Horticultural Society is proud of its long history
supporting the Michigan fruit industry. On this page, you will see a list of
the officers of the Society. The men and women listed helped continue the
passion for fruit for which the MSHS has been known. If you see any of the

members listed, please thank them for their time on the board.
Please visit our website for a full list since 1870.

Executive Director

1971 - 1996 Jerome Hull Jr., East Lansing
1997 - 2002 Lynnell E. Sage, Morrice
2003 - 2017 Allyn Anthony, Hartford
2018 - Present Ben Smith, Benton Harbor

Treasurer

1965 - 1989 Forrest Griffin, Lansing
1990 - 2019 Sharri German, Belding
2020 - Present Kate Link, Conklin

Educational Coordinator

1986 - 1993 Eric Hanson, East Lansing

1994 Robert Tritten, East Lansing

1995 - 2000 Ron Perry, East Lansing

2001 - 2017 Eric Hanson, East Lansing

2018 - 2023 Greg Lang, East Lansing

2024 - Present Josh VanderWeide, East Lansing




